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VII:10: Said R. Hanina, “Forty years before the Israelites went into 
exile to Babylonia, they planted date palms in Babylonia, since they 
wanted to have something sweet, for that prepares the tongue to study 
Torah. [B] Said R. Hanina, son of R. Abbahu, “Seven hundred species 
of clean fish, eight hundred species of clean locusts, and fowl without 
number, all went into exile with the Israelites to Babylonia. “And 
when they came back, all of them came back with them, except for the 
fish called, ‘Shibuta.’”’ 


AND THE CITY WAS PLOUGHED UP [AFTER THE WAR OF Haprian ]. 


VIII:1: Rufus — may his bones be crushed!— ploughed the Temple 
building. 


XXXIX. YERUSHALM! TAANIT 4:6 


WHEN AB COMES, REJOICING DIMINISHES. 


I:1: [As regards cutting down on building (M. 1:8),] said R. Joshua b. 
Levi, “That which you have said applies to building for purposes of 
pleasure [e.g., a house for one’s son, who is getting married], but if 
one’s wall was infirm, one may tear it down and rebuild it.” 


I:2: R. Ba bar Kohen said before R. Yosé, R. Aha in the name of R. 
Jacob bar Idi: “It is forbidden to betroth a woman on Friday.” 


1:3: Said R. Jonah, “That which you have said [that it is prohibited to 
wash clothing] applies to laundering in order to wear the garment 
immediately]. But it is permitted to launder in order to repair it [for use 
after the ninth of Ab].” 


IN THE WEEK IN WHICH THE NINTH OF As OCCURS IT IS PROHIBITED TO GET A 


HAIRCUT AND TO WASH ONE’S CLOTHES. But ON THURSDAY OF THAT WEEK 
THESE ARE PERMITTED, BECAUSE OF THE HONOR OWING TO THE SABBATH. On 
THE EVE OF THE NINTH OF ABA PERSON SHOULD NOT EAT TWO PREPARED 
DISHES, NOR SHOULD ONE EAT MEAT OR DRINK WINE. 


II:1: [As to the rule of M. 4:6B,] R. Ba bar Kohen said before R. 
Yosé, R. Aha in the name of R. Abbahu: “In the case of the ninth of 
Ab which coincides with the Sabbath, both weeks [before and after] 
are released [from the restrictions of M. 4:6B].” [In the case of an 
ordinary situation, in which the week prior to the ninth of Ab is 
subjected to these restrictions,] what is the law on the week afterward? 
R. Yohanan said, “The week afterward is subject to these restrictions 


